

     Star & Ball / Crown & Thistle / Fourpence & Firkin / O’Neill’s    
(Note – details reflect research to date and that the records for missing dates 

are not currently available)

Note –

Best known as the ‘Crown & Thistle’, this public house on Loseby Lane has a long history.
Originally the ‘Star & Ball’, the name was changed to commemorate the unification of England and

Scotland in 1707.

A tradition which began early in the life of this pub was the paying of the yearly rent by a damask rose 

and four pennies – a tradition marked by the changing of the name to ‘Fourpence & Firkin’.

However, the practice was dropped after 2001 when the O’Neill’s chain took over, but, due to public
pressure, a number of bodies are currently trying to re-instate the tradition..
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     C & T (peppercorn rent ceremony 1962)                          C & T                             C & T 
                                                                                  (1982 – Chris Pyrah)       (1990 – Chris Pyrah)
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           F & F                                     O’Neill’s                                            O’Neill’s (Interior !)
(1994 – Chris Pyrah)
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          O’Neill’s (Interior 2)                           O’Neill’s (Interior 3)                             O’Neill’s (sign)
Location – 16 Loseby Lane – West side between Peacock Lane & Guildhall Lane
Brewery –  (Crown & Thistle) Ind Coope Ltd., Burton-upon-Trent.

                   (Fourpence & Firkin) Firkin Brewery.


   (O’Neill’s) Mitchells & Butlers, Smethwick.
Star & Ball landlords –
Crown & Thistle landlords –
1781-90
Joseph Smith

1794

Robert Hoe

1811

Mr. Mosedale (owner)
1815

Thomas Kirk

1818

John Smith
1822

George Eaton

1827
-29
John Hooke
1835
-47
William Wragg
1954
-55
Edward Butt
1861-67
William Powdrill (victualler)
1870

Joseph Pears (victualler)

1872
-92
Mrs. Julia Lee (victualler)

1892-95
Joseph Simpson

1897

Orson Wright

1899

William Bent (victualler)

1901-02
‘Crown & Thistle’ listed but no landlord named

1903

James McNeice (victualler)

1906

Charles Henry Johnson (victualler)

1908

Henry Brandt (victualler)

1909

Charles Hetherington (victualler)

1911
-14
Sidney Albert Smith (victualler)
1916

Rupert S. Watson (victualler)
1922-25
Sidney A. T. Smith

1928
-32
John Thomas Hickinbottom

1936
-41
Godfrey Harold Collumbell

1947

William Tempest

1951

Cecil Hathaway

1954

Leonard E. Moore

1957

John Mawby

1958-71
‘Crown & Thistle’ listed but no landlord named

Fourpence & Firkin landlords –
O’Neill’s landlords –
2010-13 Iain Griffin (manager)
2015
Steve Thorn
