
Freeman’s Arms / Freeman’s Hotel / Pride of Leicester / Physio & Firkin   
(Note – details reflect research to date and that the records for missing dates 

are not currently available)

Notes –
Leicester Fosse football club was founded in 1884 and after playing on a number of different ‘home’ 

grounds, settled at Filbert Street in 1891. A meeting held in the upstairs room of the ‘Freeman’s Hotel’ saw 
an application made to the Football League which they then joined in 1894, beginning in the Second 
Division. 








*
Directories variously list this public house as the ‘Freeman’s’ or ‘Freemen’s Arms’ or ‘Hotel’.
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  Freeman’s Arms [& Victory] (1989 – Chris Pyrah)              Freeman’s arms (1989 – Chris Pyrah)
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Pride of Leicester (Mat Fascione)          Pride of Leicester (2005)                Pride of Leicester (sign)
Location – 9 Aylestone Road – West side between Parliament Street & Knighton Street.

Brewery –  (Freeman’s Hotel) Leicester Brewing & Malting Co. Ltd. / (Physio & Firkin) Firkin Brewery.
Freeman’s Hotel landlords –
1841

George Bishop Flint


(Note – the 1841 Directory lists the address as ‘Oxford Street’)
1843

Collins




1846

T. Collin



1847

Edward Collins


(Note – the 1847 Directory lists the address as ‘Lutterworth Road’)



1854
-67
Thomas Bull (victualler)



1870-77
John Clewes (victualler & brewer)



1877
-91
Edward Clayton (victualler & brewer)


1892

Charles Coltman (victualler)

(Note – from 1895 Directories list the address as ’19 Aylestone Road’)


1893-1911
Edward Clayton (victualler)




1911
-16
William Starbuck (victualler)
1922-25
George Dalby

1928

Ernest G. Hayes

1932-38
Fielding Lyner

1941
-47
Harold Riddington

1951
-57
Norman Hill

1958-71
‘Freemen’s Arms’ listed but no landlord named

Pride of Leicester landlords –
Physio & Firkin landlords –
2008

CLOSED
2010
DEMOLISHED

